REVOLTED  AMERICA
was in the eyes of the governing classes in the Mother Country
the evidence of the social inferiority of the colonists; for the
products of Oxford and Cambridge in the eighteenth century
were brought up in the belief that respectability could only be
acquired by attachment to the Church of England. Nor could
men who enjoyed the privileges of high birth and great wealth
have any genuine appreciation of the aspirations of the people of
Georgia—a colony founded for the consolation of jail-birds and
criminals.
On the other side prejudice played an equally important part.
The New Englanders, for example, were essentially bourgeois in
their outlook. They counted their money-bags and deemed
themselves to be—what they admittedly were—men of some
importance in the social scheme of things. But they found that
the high-born rulers in the Mother Country were quite uncon-
vinced on this count; and nothing breeds discontent as rapidly
as thwarted ambition and unrecognized pride. If they could not
adorn their comfortable but thoroughly middle-class homes with
the arms of their forefathers they could tell again and again the
story how they were sprung from a stock which humbled a
proud king and defied an army of bishops. They had no jealousy
of the Mother Country: on the contrary they cherished her with
all the love which is engendered by exile. But they loved their
own native North America—the land of their homes; and when
they were persuaded that that land was in danger of being placed
at the mercy of an unsympathetic British Parliament they un-
hesitatingly decided where their loyalty lay.
The North American colonies have often been charged with
base ingratitude towards the Mother Country. She had defended
them against enemies at her own cost. As long as the French
occupied Canada and Louisiana that defence had been from the
colonists' point of view a vital necessity, for the French were
aggressive colonizers, and from their neighbouring possessions in
North America looked covetously towards the British colonies.
During the whole of this time the colonists had suffered all the
inconveniences of a colonial policy framed in London without
much fuss or complaint; but no sooner was the power of France
broken and the danger of attack removed than they most un-
graciously refused to contribute even a modest proportion of
the cost of the garrisons which the Mother Country thought fit
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